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N T a time when \pablic fort atid 
virtue begin to break forth, and a free- 

Born people lay claim to privileges of 

9 which the baneful influence of corruß- 

tion had long deprived them, any at- 
tempt, however imperfect in the public 
; ſervice, may ex 28 at leaſt a favourable 


weer from the friends of e. 


Encouraged by. this prineip ple, and 
actdaced by the warmeſt zeal for the 
well-being of his Country, the Author 
of the following. obſervations has ven- 
tured to ſubmit them. to the public: 

| happy if in the mind of any impartial + 
5 reader, he ſhall prove a ſucceſsful ad- 


vocate for the, men, of che Wake 
10 i 3 72 155 , A pay cs - et 
g = + #2 B ” 4+ 4k "Long 


+ 2 7 0 
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Long did this ill-fated Country groan 
under oppreſſion and injuſtice; long 
were her rights won on and diſre- 
garded; her complaints unattended to; 
her ſufferings unredreſſed; and long 
did a venal herd of proſtituted ſyco- _ 
Phants, living on the foils of their 
Country, betray every public truſt, and ” 
ſacrifice her deareſt rights. 


But evils ſuch as theſe, cannot always 
laſt; an injured nation will not be 
Alengyr tame; and (thanks to the great 
Diſpoſer of all events!) the period has 
no arrived, when the we ws of the 
PEOPLE may be regained; when cor- 
Tuption may be baniſhed; and IRE- 
LAND may be FREE. 


To perſuade my countrymen to the 

purſuit of ſuch important objects, is 
my chief defign: and. I truſt the pre- 
ſent glorious opportunity for the eman- 
cipation of their Country, needs only 
to be known, to be univerſally em- 
braced: for certain it is, the oppor- 
1 once N N never de re- 


55 If ever Ito uſe che TER of an 


5 ingenious writer) a teſt for the trial of 
a ſpiriu 


- 


"CL FE. 

ſpirits can be neceſſary, it is now; if 
ever thoſe of liberty and faction ought 
to be diſtinguiſhed from each other, 
it is goto; A ever it is incumbent o 
the people to know what truth is, and 


do. follow it, it is now.” 


Ie is now that we ſhall be able to. 
diſtinguiſh the real from the pretended 
e jc to Freland; it is now that her 
Rights may be declared, aſcertained, 
and confirmed; it is now Ber the SoNs 
of FREEDOM. may triumph over venal 
ſlaves, and refore to the CONSTITU- 
TION that purity and perfection, on 
which the being and happineſs of this 
Country muſt depend. Neither ſervile 
or licentious, the People may now ac- 

quire their juf rant in the government, 
and by recurring to the true principles 


of the conſtitution, mark out the pro- 


per limits of their freedom, and reſtore 
the long loft ballance of power between 
the governers and the governed. | 


The late A ene endete of hat na- 
tion have been d:/arffed; the power of 
_ appointing new /ervants in the ſtate re- 
turned to the prople, and we arrive at 

the eve of a ſchon of a nem par- 
liament. 


N 


E 
liament. If the people have made a 
virtuous and well directed choice in their 
new Repreſentatives, happy is their lot: 
The work of Reformation will f courſe © 
begin; and a PATRIOT SENATE, - 
backed by a PATRIOT ARMY, will 
reſtore independence to their Country, 5 
and health to its fichly conſtitution. The 


freedom of IRELAND thus aferted, 


what Tool, what Minion, dare oppoſe | 
rhe voice of the PEOPLE? W 


"Thar our bote en "OR been p 
long in a declining ſtate, need not be 
proved, becauſe ' we ſcel it; and fo 
ſtrong has been the rorrent of corrup- 
tion, which carried away all before it, 
chat till lately the voice of public virtue 
dar not be heard, nor real patriotiſm. 
be tolerated or fupported The /ervants 
of the pzople became their maſters, and 
if, by chance, Hongſiy ' attempted to 
enter -the ſenate it met tho perſecu- 
lion „ e Rage a5 


" Great, en muſt be the neceſſi wy of 
bringing gs back [£05 0 det - 


„ * 5245 Py - 
8 
4 


N The eaſe of Sir Edward Waben lait; not to men- 
tion any other, 0 proves this aſſertion..W 2 79 - 
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courſe: and by wiping off chat dirt 
which has ſo long clogged the wheels 
of government, and rendered its move- 
ments irregular; of cleanſing the ſeveral 
parts, and giving a /reedom of motion 
to the whole, whereby the Britiſh Con- 
ſtitution, that boaſt of former ages, 

may be again ſeen to ſtand on its primi- 

tive and juſtly admired foundation. 17 


There are certain principles in every | 


form of Government, on which it is 
founded, and on a conformity to which 
its very exiſtence muſt naturally depend. 

And hence it is that Macbiavel very 
juſtly obſerves, that of all Govern- 
ments thoſe are the beſt, which, by the 
natural effect of their original conſtitu- | 
tions, are frequently renewed, or drawn 


| back to their jo principles.” 


| of all the various forms of civil 
Government yet known, that which 
we have the happineſs to claim comes, 

perhaps, neareſt to this deſcription; 
there being in effect a renewal. of the 
Conſtitution as often as there is a new 
election of Repreſentatives by the people. 
For as it has been long fince juſtly 
aſſerted, that we can never be ruined 
but by our Parliaments ; ſo it " 
| at 


TTT 
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4 
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[ 10 1 
that where by the attempts of rieten 
and corrupt Parliaments, the Conſtitution: 


has been violated ; the People, by chooſ- 
_ ing for their nc Repreſentatives men 
1 Public Spirit and virtue, have an op- 


ity of correcting ſuch abuſes, 


portun 
and bringing 1 it back to its ff principles. 


What theſe principles are we mall 
hereafter briefly ©: conſider. Firſt obſerv- 


ing, that the opportunities of recurring 


to them are not perhaps fafficicntly fre- 


quent; which ſeems to be one well- 


ed cauſe of complaint at preſent: 
at leaſt we have full demonſtration that 
theſe opportunities are not now fo fre- 
quent, as they were in thoſe carlier days, 


when our glorious pong rage was i 


its Big Bet perfection 


The reaſons upon which MachiaveP 8 


| obſervation is founded appear ſuffici- 


ently obvious. There muſt be ſome 


good in the firſt principles of every 
_ Government, or it could not ſubfiſt at 


all, much leſs could it make any pro- 
egreſs. Bur {fays a judicious writer) 
this good degenerates according to the 
natural courſe of things; and Govern- 


_ like all other mixed ko rae ice: 


L 12 1 
to diſſolution by the changes hich avs 
wrought in the ſeveral and by 
the unaptneſs and difprepbrtson which 
reſult n hence ans the deren 
compofition : 


The moſt ee al, 4 indeed RY 

Tole method of maintaining their health 
and prolonging their life muſt therefore 

be, to bring them back as near and 
as frequently as poſſible to thoſe privci- 

- ples on which their proſperity, ſirengrh, 
and duration were originally founded. 

Every approach therefore to theſe fun- 

damental principles, muſt tend to a 

renovation of, Not an innovation. ty: the 


| Conftitution*.” 


Let us ee eee 
principles on which our Conſtitution is 
founded; and by a view of its preſent 
5 = behold the neceſſity for Ks N 
eee back to chem. | 


A chat Government . ans 5 
—— ———ů buſt 5 


'd See Bolinbroke's Rem. Hiſtory of England 
© See the Reſolutions of the Pelumeer Delegates at 


Dungannon, September 8, 1783. 


anſwers 
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12 ] 
anſwers the end of its inſtitution ;" 3 "and 
as Government was inſtituted to pre- 


ſerve che natural rigbis of mankind, 


and is © a means contrived, by human 


wiſdom for gaining /ecurity, againſt ob-. 


preſſion ;” ſo the Britanic Conſtitution 


4 or form of Government has been eſ- 


teemed the beſt of all others, becauſe, in 


its genuin ſlate, it beſt preſerves to the 


ſubject his natural rights, and affords 


' —_ _—_ th we ee g {e- 


5 


| Theſe advantages a are "the elfect 4 | 
that leading maxim in our Conſtitution, 


1 and i in the la of nature; that © the 


ſubject can be bound only by thoſe laws 
to which he conſents ;” and ſuch conſent 


is given either by Himſelf, or his Re- 
: preſentatives, freely and voluntarily | 


choſen. This, I ſay, ſecures him his 


natural rights: for all men being by 
nature equal, no one could have a right 


of dominion over another, without his 


conſent; or force him to the obſervance 


of any Jaw; againſt, his free inclination. 


Our enn en N gives the + 


1 ». 


N 8 ” oy 4 SIT 
EZ onde CR Ta 
25 d Va lan. pol. I Law: —_ 
© Price, on Civil Liberty. 


free- 


| En 3. 
an ſubject. a power of making 
laws, as it were, for his own Goyern- 
ment; and allo, ſtrictly ſpeaking, of 
chooſing his own Governors; and by 
giving him the exerciſe of this natural 
right, affords him the beſt imaginable 
ſecurity en all e of en 
ied: ſo far i As Jahn e of « con- 
be carried, and ſo fully :aſcertained, 
that we find an Englifh.monarch*; Who 
was far from being a fr:ernd to the liberty 
of the ſubject, publicly acknowledge, 
that every individual member in the 
realm wie, by the Laws and Conſtitu- 
tion of it, deemed to be aftually preſent 
in Parliament; and either by himſelf or 
His Repreſentative, to ſtand” as: 2 member 
| in the en _ 0 a nation. PA 


"EXP 2) 77 8 


181 But * far 4983 this great RIGHT 
of REPRESENTATION: yi preſerved 
to the PEOPLE ? has it Been abuſed: by 


the Repreſentatives: themſelves? or has 


it been violated 4 any other part of the 
Legiſlative Body? The: affirmative is 
demonſtrable. It has been injured 1n 


4 : 
1 5 Bk 


f King * I 
1 both 
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1 * 1 
both "ſhapes. The freedom of ele 
has been violated on the one hand, 


and IH erer n neee on NINE 


ee 6 not 


5 been eireumſcribed within ſuch limits 


as are neceſſary to prevent its influence 
amongſt the Repreſentatives uf the peo- | 
pte; or; in other words, afecurity has 


_ | Not been provided to keep the Repre- 
ſentati vẽs of the people from ee e 


influence of the Crows. $14.34, 70 
5 | 

A tows diftribution of 3 

Pensions, and titles, will ſoon influence | 

== venal, the teedy,. the- "TY and the 

ambitious c and this diftribution the 

Crown has in its power to make. 


Hence à writer of very great diſcern- 

ment has pleafantly obſerved, that 
though we have been wie enough to 
hut and lock a door againſt abſolute 


monarchy, we, at the ſame time, have 


deen /oo//b enough to put the Crows i in 
8 r of the wu 2 $$ 


58 The Author of the Rares intitled, Common 
Senſe. 


In 


1 


(and the EE extends er Ns to us 


been a ſhop, with wares in it far mo 
kind of cuſtomers. There is hype for 
ſome, which feeds many ata ſmall a, 2 
, pence; there are titles for the ambitious, 

Meaſures for the young and wanton, 
places for the buſy, and bribes to be 
fecretly conveyed ro ſuch as defire ta 
maintain an appearance of boneſty. With 
theſe baits and allurements, ' princes 
cafily draw into their nets the unthink- 
ing gentry of the land, and thereby 
poiſon the fountain-bead, and | /ap the very 
Foundation of the politic inſtitution Fs > 


e 1 conſequences of this 
defect in our Conſtitution, as it ſtands 
at preſent, have been ſeverely felt by 
Ireland; nor has our ſiſter-EKingdom 
eſcaped the evil; ſhe has indeed at- 
tempted to reſtrain i it, but in a manner 
rather rediculous than rational. 


That under ſuch a form of Govern- 
ment as ours, where the well-being of 


the whole ra on the Hunter and 


* 22 | ww 
indi- 


— 
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. 
independence of the ſeveral Parte, and 
their 2 ballance, all means of influence 
by any one branch of .the Legiſlature | 
upon the other ſhould be carefully pre- 


vented, is clear to common underſtand- 


ing. And agreeable to this notion it 


is, that Thuanus makes Ferdinand. (in 


anſwer to the Caftilians, who preſſed 


him to take away the independency of the | 
ſtates of Arragon, ) fay * The public 
ſafety depends on the e ual ballance of 


the. power of the king and of the king- 
dom; and if ever it thould happen that 
the one outweighcd the other, the ruin 
of one or of both muſt, [UDO 


IP 


„%% . 


| It is TOY an abſurdity to 9 2 chat 


the People have a ſhare 1 in the Legiſlature, 


if anothe 'branch of it retains a power of 


| influencing their Repreſentatives,” by re- 


wards or menaces, from diſcharging 
the TRUST repoſed in them with Juftice. 
and fidelity ; ; and yet, inſtances are not 
wanting in this enligbtened age, and un- 
der the reign of our preſent Patriotic 


e 

n Fquilibrio Potethit Repui Regiltue inte 
«« publicam contineri; et fi contingeret aliquando 
H alterum alteri præponderare, proculdubio alterius. 
aut ne ruinam ex eo ſecuturam.” 
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the e and vengeance de düse . 
againſt ſuch as ſhould oppoſe the arbi- 
trary mandate of the miniſter. Thus 
even the beſt form of Government can 
be rendered ineffefual, its ballance de- 
ſtroyed, and its moſt lalutary”” ends 
defeated. | e 


Me may therefore juſtly ſubſcribe to 
Dr. Hutchefſon's remark, who ſays, « As 
it would be of little conſequence what 


FREY: 


got into power; Aich, 5 no 
precaution can enſure, the main drift 
of good policy is, to provide that even 
though bad men come into power, they 
ſhall either have /mall temptations to 
abuſe it, or at leaſt no hopes of GAIN 
and IMPUNITY i in n doing To's e e 


* Quum parum teferat dull ſit civitatis inſtitu- 
« tio, fi modo folis prudentibus & bonis commiſſa fit 
« poteſtas; cui tamen rei nulla ratione ſatis caveri 
««. poterit ; hoe in civitate conſtituenda præcipuè erit 
« ſpectandum, ut infidis & malis, quamvis poteſta- 
« tem adepti fuerint, nulla aut exigna ad peccandum 
« ſint invitamenta, aut ſaltem nulla a impunitatis, aut 
« commodi ſui augendi ſpes, ubi perfide rem pub. ad- 
6 miniſtraverint.” Phil, mor. inſt. compend. lib. i iii, c. 6. 
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Our ſiſter kingdom had for ſome 
time the prudence and ſpirit to act pan 
this principle. Placemen and Penſioners 
| were excluded from the Senate, and 
her Houſe of Commons was ſo chaſte, 
they would not ſuffer even an Attorney 
General to fit and vote in it, becauſe 
he was the King's ſervant: and there- 5 
fore, whenever a member was appointed 
to that office, his place was vacated and 
a new. writ iſſued. This appears to 
have been the practiſe till the year 1670, 
when Sir Heneage Finch, being appointed 
Attorney General, was allowed, by con- 
nivance, to preſerve his ſcat, which 
connivance has continued ever ſince. 


. modern times 3 fed the 
eyil to ſpread much farther; nor has 
any proper attempt been yet made in 
this kingdom to check its progreſs ; 
places and penſions have been created 
and diſtributed for the avowed purpoſes 
of buying a majority in the Senate; and 
the Commons of Ireland has been com- 
poſed of needy, /ervile dependentr, who 

Wenne the 8 of the "of the 


tooth) 
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Me may date the introduction 4 
* practice of corrupting the Conftitu- 
tion, from the profligate reign of 
Charles II. that witty. monarch, ho 
ſeems to have had more political mge- - 
zuity than his unfortunate father, 
naturally took an averſion to Parlia- 
ments, and would, very willingly, have 
laid them aſide; but that ſcheme: being 
_ ampracticable, he ingemouſly contrived 
to procure a Parliament, which long 
acted. agreeable to his 2517 iſhes, and be- | 

came ſo exactly diſciplined to his mea- 
ares, that, like a veteran army, they 
knew Ho other command, than dern 
Hat perſon who gave them Pay. 


This was a ſafe ang moſt artful way 
h of enſlaving the nation. It was very 
well known that arbitrary power, if it 
was open and avowed, could not then 
prevail: the people were, therefore, 
amuſed with the ſpecious form of their 
ancient Conſtitution: It exiſted in- 
| deed in their fancy, but, like a mere 
Phantom, the authority, the dignity of 
PFarliaments were holly bo.” This 


8 See Sir vo St. Aubiw 8 ſpeech for repeal of the 
Septennial Bill in England, under Mr. 8 ot * 
miniſtration. | 


|} | 1 — C: 20 k 

4 | was that remarkable Parliament which 
| obtained the opprobrious name of the 
Penſion Parliament, and was the model 
from which later Parliaments have —_ 
Wy copied. os Ho = 


| To this ples» uf political RIP it n 
. | that we are to attribute the abſurd con- 
113 duct in many particulars, of a quondam 
js Parliament (now, thank God, agfunct) 
who at the will of the mini ler was al- 
ways ready to belie its own underflanding, 
and contradict the moft obvious principles 
of common | ſenſe. Evil was put for 
good, and good for evil; darkneſs for 
light, and light for darkneſs; ; nor was 
any thing too bare-faced for its effrontery 
to encounter; any Job too 7 way its 
| ne: to undergo. PLL CATE ID 
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Hence too it is, that has che! 3 
fa fer, theſe dependent kind of Parlia- 
ments are ſeen to reoice; when the for- 

mer feel an increaſing load of debt, the 
latter teſtify their ſatis faction at the 
diminution of it. If the people feel a 
decay of trade and the growth of na- 
tional poverty, the Parliament boaſts of 
the wealth and flouriſhing. ſtate of the 
1 they ſee the honour and 

| intereſt 


FB 
intereſt of the kingdom ſacrificed; the 
Parliament cxults in the _Friumphs of 
both. 


In ſhort, ſuch A Parliaments 
not only connive at the grievances of 
their country, but /anify them too; al 
they have not only borne the rod, 
have {ied it too; and not only the BS | 
of their Prince, but the rod of ſome 
upſtart miniſter, who owed his elevation 
to his 4: 1 and his e to his 


ſhame . N 


Have we not then drawn near that 
Heriod, at which the learned Monte/quieu 
has predicted our downfall* ? pure as 

our Conſtitution once was, is it not now 
1 miſerably corrupted and de- 
ed? and muſt not the remains of 

15 his venerable: pile tumble into ruin, 
if not repaired by the prudence, ſpirit, 
and virtue of HiBERNIA's fFee-born 
Sons? An unavoidable means there- 
fore, neceſſary toward the reparation of 


m  Oldeaft. Rem. Hiſt. Eng. 

a << The ſtate we are (peaking of will loſe its liberty ; 3 
« will periſh; it will periſh when the Legiſlative 
« power ſhall be more corrupt es the executive. 


Spr. W B. xl, Ch, 6. | | 
js this 


Ti 1 


this once glorious fabric, is an gectual 
excluſion of all place-men and penſioners 


from the democratic part of our Conſti- 


tuion; which would bring it one fiep 
back to its ancient form, and without 


which, all pretenſions of public Ry 
muſt be irrational and vain. | 


But it is not only reiß that che | 


| REPRESENTATIVES of the PEOPLE. 
ſhould be free and uninfluenced, they 
ſhould be likewiſe freely-eleffed. © The 


Engliſh freedom (ſays Rapin) will be at 


an end whenever the court invades the 
free-eleftion of Parliaments ;” and ſo eſ- 


ſential is it, to their very exiſtence, 
that Mr. Lacke* ranks it amongſt thoſe 


breaches of truſt in the executive mar- 


giſtrate which, in his opinion, amounts 


to a diſſolution of the Government, if he 
employs © rhe force, treaſure, and offices 


of the ſociety to corrupt the Repreſenta- 
lives, or openly to pre-engage the elefors, 


and preſcribe what manner of perſons 


ſhall be choſen.” © For thus, to re- 
gulate candidates and elefors, and new 
model the ways of election, what is it 
(ſays he) but to cut up the Government 


On Government, part 2, 5 222. 
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by the roots, and poiſon the very f 


tain of public ſecurity.” 


This evil ſhould therefore, be pre- 


vented, and in this reſpect our Conſti- 


tution ſtands in need of great amend- 


ment. The Commons ſhould be the 


creatures of the people only, and choſen 


ay, 


by them alone. But in many inſtan- 


ces the idea of an election by the 
people becomes farcical, and it may be 


juitly aſſerted, that © the majority of our 


© Houſe of Commons is not choſen by 


the PEOPLE, but returned by the 


“mandate of Peers and Commoners, 


* either for indigent Boroughs, where 


E ſcarcely any inhabitants exiſt, or in- 
CC . * : 
conſiderable cities and towns, where 


© the elective franchiſe is veſted in a 


” WE who are thus ſuffered to place 
the Higbeſt truſts of ſociety, againſt 
the intereſt and will of the many, in 


„the hands of them, who ſeldom act 


* as if they conſidered themſelves 
* accountable to the people. 


Hence the ie of a Rege 


has become 1 orga and the * of 


* 
Dungannon Reſolutions, September 8, 1783. 
| A ſeat 


„ NN 

a ſeat in Parliament as common and 
notorious as the purchaſe of any public 
employment whatever: ſo that we may 
well apply to ourſelves that expreſſion 
of the Roman Satiriſt, Omnia Romæ 
cum pretio.” © Every thing at Rome is 
bought and fold.” And 15% mn it muſt 
ceaſe to be a matter of ſurpriſe, if we 
hear a Repreſentative declare, that his 
will is his on, he is unaccountable to his 
conſtituente, and his parliamentary con- 

duct ſhall be agreeable to his ae inch- 
nation. Indeed any man who has 
thrown away ſo conſiderable a part of 
his property, as on theſe occaſions is 
generally done, merely to obtain a ſeat 
in the national aſſembly, muſt be pre- 
ſumed to have ſomething nearer in 
view than the public welfare : and there 
can be nothing unnatural in his endea- 

vouring to act in ſuch manner, when 
he gets there, as may be moſt likely to 
re-imburſe what he has ſo profuſely ex- 
pended ; and this has. made an early 
writer on the Engliſh form of Govern- 
ment, when ſpeaking of the ſums of 
money laid out for that purpoſe, aſk 
with ſome degree of humour, © Did 
you're ever r know : a coachman or groom w | 


— 


ut 
his Place, unleſs he e to rob his 


mw s binn ? 


„ is a further deviation from our 
original ſyſtem, and in early days, 
ſuch violations of the conſtitution would 
not have paſſed with impunity. On the 
contrary, the very iet inſtance we meet 
with of this kind of /rafic was followed 
by its proper puniſhment. In the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, one Thomas Long 
gave the returning officer and others of 
the Borough, for which he was choſen, 
fur pounds to be returned member, and 
was for that premium elected. But for 
this offence, the Borough was amerced, 
the member was removed, and the officer 
fined and impriſoned ”. And yet, ſurely, 
four pounds, even in them days, was 
an inconſiderable ſum, compared with 
what we now ſee Cx PETR, | 


That the frequent cop of the 
evils which arife from the preſent ſtate 
of ſmall corporate towns, and more 
eſpecially from Boroughs (that rotten 
part, as they : are called, of our Conſti- 


. 


q * Liberty, p-. 96. | 
1 8 _ May 10 and 11, 15717. „„ 
| tution) 
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tution) returning members to Parlis · 
ment, are well founded, requires very 
little proof; and therefore, a reform 
in this r is highly neceſſary. 


"We are told that Boroughs were for- 
merly incorporated by the Crown, 
with a right of returning Repreſenta- 
tives, frequently for the purpoſe of 
creating a ballance in the Commons againſt 

the power of the Zords. Whitlock, in 
his Commentary on the writ for chooſ- 
ing members of Parliament, aſſerts 
that © doubtleſs, the King may grant to 
ac many places as he chooſes, the al 
ledgeof ſending members to Parliament. 
But chis unbounded power ſeems not to 
exiſt at. this day, or at leaſt is a power 
which (as a judicious law writer ob- 
ſerves) at preſent ſeems to ſhock all 
common ſenſe upon the mention of it, 
and which we may flatter ourſelves | 
| Fader can never be revived *, | 


10 prevent, however, the miſchiefs 
which ariſe from the number of indi- 


0 


5 vol. I. p. 501 
t . Obſery on the Gas. 
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gent boroughs now ſtanding, the pri- 
viledge of returning members to Par- 
liament ſhould be limited to ſach 
Boroughs only, as have a ſufficient number 
of reſpectable inhabitants to make a 
free and proper election. But ſhould 
the means of corruption be yet ſuffered to 
exiſt, and opportunities of thruſting 
improper perſons into Parliament ſtill re- 
main, we may bid adieu indeed to 
our pretended liberty, and be © curſed 
with the red . of a Are 


u 9 


Government *. 155 att 
| "Dri Pee, ling of * nature of 
Repreſentation, makes the following ob- 
ſer vations, which ſtrongly apply to the 
preſent ſubject. Though in a great 
ſtate (ſays he) all. the individuals that 
compoſe it, cannot be admitted to an 
immediate participation in the powers 
of Government, yet they may partici- 
a in Abele een * a Kren of 


by TE Reſolutions, . 8, 1783. 
We may here obſerve, that this reduction of Bordiighe 


might poſſibly reduce the Commons to too ſmall. a 


number; to prevent this inconvenience, and give a 
compleater Repreſentation, the number of delegated 
truſtees might be increaſed in different counties and cities 
according to their extent, circumſtances, cee. 


chem 
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than to a body of Repreſentatives: 
In this caſe it is evident, that the ſtate 
will be free, or ſelf governed; and 
that it will be more or /efs ſo, in propor- 
tion as it is more or leſs fairly and 
adequately repreſented, If the perſons to 
whom the /ru// of Government is com- 
mitted, hold their places for hort terms; 


if they are choſen by the unbia/ed voices 


of a majority of the ſtate, and ſubject 
to their INSTRUCTIONS ; LIBERTY 


will be enjoyed in its higheſt degree. 


But if they are choſen for long terms, 


by a part only of the ſtate; and if 


during that term they are ſubject to 20 
controul from their conflituents, the very 
idea of liberty will be loſt, and the 
power of | chooſing Repreſentatives be- 


eomes but a power lodged in a feww, to 


chooſe at certain periods a body of 
MASTERS for themſelves and the Mrs | 


of the community. And if a ſtate is 


fo funk' that the majority of its Repre- 


ſentatives are elected by a handful of 


the meaneſt perſons in it, whoſe votes 
are always paid for; and if alſo, there 
is a hipher wil, on which even thoſe 
mock Repreſentatives. themſelves depend, 
and that direds their voices; in theſe 


Grcuniftances it will be an — of 
5 lan- 
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be to ſay that the ſtate poſſeſſes 
liberty. Private men indeed might be 
allowed the exerciſe of 8 as they 


might alſo under the 19. d eſpotic G 
vernments; but it would be an ind 
_ gence or connivance derived from the ſpi- 


Tit of the times, br from an accidental 


mildneſs in the adminiſtration ; and ra- 
ther than be governed in ſuch a man- 
ner, it would perhaps be better to he 


governed by the will of ene man without 


any repreſentation. For a repreſentation, 

| ſo degenerated, could anſwer no other 
end than to miſlead and deceive, by diſ- 
guiſing /avery and keeping up a form 
of liberty, when the enn, was loſt”. ol 


From this paſſage, which een 


the nature of repreſentation with great 


perſpicuity, we diſcover another ingre- 
dient neceſſary for the preſervation of 
our conſtitution, viz. the frequent meeting 
and election of Parliaments. How 
ſtrangely our political ſyſtem 1s altered 
in this particular, muſt appear to any 


one who has taken even the ſlichteſt | 
view of 8 5 nem ee 
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. well obſerves, that there. are 
but #wo ways of depriving the Engliſh 
of their liberties, either by laing aſide 
Parliaments, or bribing them ; ; and ac- 
cordingly, whenever any of our 
monarchs aimed at arbitrary power, we 
find they either wholly neglected to call 
their Parliaments together, or when 
they got one obedient to their will they 
took care to uphold it, and prevent the 
power of election from mfr to the 


1 People. 


Many Ea, bean the conteſts berncen 
the 7,3 and the ſubject on this head; 
the latter well knowing that their free- 
dom depended on the conduct of their 
- Repreſentatives; and that there was an 

. abſolute neceſſity for their frequent 

meeting, and for their returning a almoſt 

as frequently, into © the common maſs of 

; nents. | 


It was therefore enacted by 4 Ed. ili, 
ch. 14, and 36 Ed. iii, c. 10% that a 
Parliament ſhould be holden every year 
once; and more frequently, if need be. 

This, in the reign of Charles II. was 
extended i in England to three years, per 

16, Ca. 1 ii, c. 1, which Was further en- 
forced 


L 32. J 
forced by 6 W. and M. c. a, which . 
enacts, as the ſtatute of Charles IL had _ 
done before, That anew Parliament ſhall ; 


be called within three years after the 
determination of the former. So anxi- 
ous indeed were the people for the pre- 
ſervation of this right (as I ſhall, pre- 
ſently ſhew it to be) that in the unhap- 
py reign of the elder Charles it was 
enacted, 16 Ch. i, c. 1, That if the 
King neglected to call a Parliament for 
three years, the PEERS. might aſſemble 
and iſſue out writs for chooſing one; 
and if the Peers ſhould negle& ſo to 
do, the CONSTITUENTS might meet 
and elec one themſelves. However, this 
| ſtatute was afterwards repealed in the 
ſucceeding reign, 16 Car. ii, ch. 1. But 
by ſtart. 1, W. and M. c. 2, It is de- 
clared to be one of the RIGHTS of the 
PEOPLE, that for redreſs of all griev- 
ances, and for the amending, ſtrength- 
ening, and preſerving the laws, Par- 
| liaments ought to be held frequently. 
This we muſt obſerve is an Engliſb ſta- 
tute. For the preſervation of IRISH 
FREEDOM ſhould not a like declara- 
tion appear in our ſtatute rolls, that 
3. . ; ſhould not have to look for their 
previle get in the Journal of a FOREIGN | 
"mw 2 ; 3 


* 


Corruption has 
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The ſtatute laſt mentioned was XIE * 
tained; at the time of the Revolution, when 
the PEOPLE. made a freſh claim of their 

ancient privileges ; they had for ſome 

time before experienced the evils at- 


tendant on long and fervile Parliaments. 


It” was, therefore, now declared, that 

they” Ul ve ane frequently. 
But 1 call we think of eis 

ing the %, if 1 may ſo call it, of any 


one Parliament, to A period of ſeven or 
eight years. This as it has been a devia- 


tion from the ancient principles of our 
Conſtitution, ſo like all ſuch deviations, 
it has brought 1¹¹ evils along with it. 
een hereby enabled to 
take greater flrides;; the profligate and 
the” venal can % their ſervices at a 
higher rate; and the poor deluded P PEO- 
PLE; the opprefied, deceived. ot | 
ents muſt, during that lime, ſuffer every. 
hardſhip which their treacherous fer der 


think proper to 5 de nen 


e | . 
Wich great \r6aſo hen ay: "x FORK 
te proteſt againſt the neglect of Parlia- 


ments, or their 700 long durution; with 


rreat reaſon may they exclaim - againſt | 
Al vn e either at the time of 
8 „„ elefion, 


. 


ES 
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eleclion, or aſterwards i in * Senate : EY 
great reaſon have they, at this IMPOR=- _ 
TANT. CRISIS, to 1% on a. RENO 
VATION. of the CONSTITU TION, 
and a permanent dee of ef 


ancient Privo ger 36 066 Sas oor ve! 
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Is requires. no 1 to n 
under the. preſent; ſtate: of affairs, that 
inadequate repreſentation. and the long du 
ration. of Parliaments deſtroy the ballance 


+ which ſhould ſubſiſt between the three 


eflates of the Legiſlature; that they 
render the Commons Houſe indepen- 
dent of the PEOPLE, procure certain 
majorities in favour & every adminiſ- 
tration; and threaten. either an ab/olute; 
monarchy, or that ſtill more odious 
Government, a gyrannical Ariſtocracy *. 
Thee aſſertions carry with them their : 
o wn demonſtration; ; and Ke ogg a 
uſp too clear to be controverted. 


"Veal _ pect indeed to . 
monarchy, the Prince muſt be very 
deal or miſguided, who under our form : 

of Government would wiſh to > acquire 


F 
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5 Et at nabe Sep aid mbe! s, | low Z 
: 2 4 — 1 8 LL 43 . it. 


1 * 


+ COMER 
it. For there, as Rapin obſerves, all 
endeavours” ufed by a King to make 

himſelf abſolute, are but ſo many fleps 

to his own downfal.' But what a bs . 

might not defire, a Miniſier might: 

and we want not precedents on hiſtoric 
record, where the Prince has been made 


the toof of an ambitious favourite,” who 
has governed the epd ee WHY the 


moſt ofpreſſroe Fay. 


As to the PIRIE pare of our 
Conſtitution, it may not be impro 
to remark its great increaſe” within the 
ſhort period of the laſt ten years; I 
1 with refpect to our Iriſh d 


liſhment. The additional number of 


our Earls fince 1762, incluſive, appear 
to be 24; Viſcounts fince the ſame pe- 
riod 16, and Barons 33. We may leave 
it tothe judicious reader to make his own 
obſervations on this circumſtance: one 
only ſhall be made here, which is, that if 
65 many Peers were created for their ſig- 
nal acts of /pirit, virtue, and public 2 
vice (which certainly ought to be the 
cafe) we have had more worthy perſon- 
ages of rank and eminence in Ireland, 
in the preſent reign, than was found in 
any other ſince Henry II. paid his viſit 
to this 2 : and perhaps, we may a 
25 be 


18 


15 * ſoon under a neceſſity of compiling 
ſuch a treatiſe, as was advertiſed in our 
fiſter-Eingdom in the days of that Prey- 
maling monarch James I. — n 
art to help weak memories to remember 
the Names of the NEW NOBILITY.” 


But bere again appears a departnre 
from ancient principles. It was not origi- 
nally in the power of the Crown to iu- 
_ creaſe the ariſtocratical eftate, by con- 
ferring titles of honour, and dignity 
at pleaſure: theſe were the reward of 
merit, and never granted but when de- 
er ved; they were held out as incite- 
ments to noble and virtuous deeds, and 
not beſtowed by the Crown without 
the previous approbation and en of 
Go National Seng. | | 


This was the mode uſed by our PTY 
cious forefathers, when the Conſtitution 
remained in its puręſt flate, and when 
its ſeveral parts ee the general 
advantage of the whole. Peers then 


claimed their ſeats in the National Council 13 


in right of their reſpective Baromes, 
which were granted to them as rewards 
for eminent ſervices: and their parlia- 


mentary attendance was a feodal _— 8 
7 N | t 


%ͤͤ‚;ů’⸗ Ro | 

At may not be improper to obſerve | 
. formerly there were three kinds 
vor claſſes of Peers, or rather three | | 

.- modes of creation: Firſt, ſuch as we 
cdhave now deſcribed, who. were termed - 
5 Feodal Barons, and who held their lands - 
as s military tenants from the King. | ” 


The 0 reign of. "Hors. II. | 
5 a new hind of Peerage, or 
more properly ſpeaking, a new. man- 

ner of calling perſons up to the Houſe 
of Peers; whilſt the Baronage ſubſiſted 
on the F zodal footin g. every Baron had 
a right to be ſummoned to Parliament; 
but when the difference aroſe. between | 
„Henry and his Barons, he ſummoned 
none but his favourites, whom, he {filed 
Barones Majores ; and then a mode was 
introduced of calling perſons to the 
_ Houle of Peers who were not Baron. 
Henry however, did not at firſt take . 
upon him/elf” ſolely to create Barons: nor 
to call men to Parliament as Peers, who 
were not Barons before; but he ſum- 5 
moned them by writ, for advice, and to 
conſult with him and his Barons on the 
public affairs of the kingdom. This 
however, opened. the door to the method 


of creating Peers by ri, merely 
1 Ko at 


ES 1] 
at the will or: the Crown ; ; and Was che 


firſt innovation which Irre wöce in _ 
A ecru 7 8 | 


* ASI" + Sa. * 


apht hae and Crikoeruins Richard I 
Was the firſt'who took upon him to 
create a third ſort of Peers, viz.” by p. 
tent; yet above thirty of his creation 
were made by act of Parliament. And 
even this King, well knowing that Bie 
creations without the conſert'of Parla- 
ment were illegal or invalid, had his 
uncle, whom lie created in che firſt year 
of his reign” Earl of Bucks; "withour 
Biſent e ParHhamient, create iow ift 
the fourteenth year of his reign by act of 
Parliament, merely, as is ſer forth im the 
patent, for the ſecurity of his uncle“ 

And We filid this: inde UP resin cons 
tinued to''be: regularly obſerved (from! - 
the 11th of Ed. III. to the iſt of Hen. 
VII. under whole reign a” power Was 
uſurped by the Crown of conferring 

titles of dignity at pleaſure; which 

incroachment, not being oppoſed by the 

Commons, has been continued to this 


day, contrary to the ancient law and 


conſtitution of the kingdom. e 


F Therefore, 
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de common. * of che alm, now 


T refore; * a Mans: rats Iriſh. 
Patriot properly obſerves). 1 though. flat 
terers affect to call the King the foun- 


tain of honour, yet they may, with equal 
truth and reaſon, call him the fountain 
of: laws: He is, no doubt, now en- 


truſted wich the diſpenſation of the one, 
as well as the exceution of: the other; 


hut both muſt be done upon certain 
enquiry; and full and juſt ee 


The King excates all ranks of Peerage, 
but the ations. af men alone, and their 


being atteſted and approved by, the voice. 


of the people, can truly enoble them: for 
the King's grant is founded on a recital. 


af the Virtus of the perſon. 1 op be digt 
_ nified with a title of honour; ſo that 


be who has not virtue to hund a grant N 


upon, may indeed be made a Peer or a 


52 185 4 foes but nat re.. 55 


From [the feuding Tie e 


kions, diſeover ſeveral material 


8 in the eee of thete | 
Lingdows: | 1 


I. The PEERS, 8 created be 


7 Dr. "RES Pol. Conſt, V. I, Addr. vii. 
created 


| K ap 3 
_ created at the ae, ee of the 


Prince. 


II. The AEPRESEWTTT VES of f 
the people formerly free from the 
fluence of the Crown, now frequent] y | 
its dependents, receiving the wages of 

- proſtitution, and rewarded for * 
* the intereſts of their country. 


III. PLACES and PENSIONS unne- 
teffarily created, to the great grievance 
of the nation, and ſcattered amongſt 
the Commons for ſelling the Nene of 
108 CONSTITUEN 8. 


IV. THREATS 1 aſe of, ab 
public employments taken from ſuch "bone 
Repreſentatives as dare oppoſe the ar- 
bitrary dictates of 2 corrupt mini itry. 


V. ELECTORS influenced i in giving 
their /uffrages, unqualified perſons re- 
turned to Parliament, and ſeats in the 
National Council publicly ſet UP to 

SALE 5 


K will not, I "a be ſubpoſe d, 


much leſs believed, that under heh 


abuſes, our - boaſted form of Govern- 
ment 


| 


ment could Tong, continue; the eſſence 


being ſo far gone, the very name would | 


be in time forgotten, and poſterity left 
to bewail the 4% of liberty and of that 
glorious conſtitution, which our fore- 
Fathers purchaſed: with their blood, but 


which ve their degenerate offepring 


thus /z ufered ro be Rios 


| Hence the 1 ty of einbracing the 
preſent moment, and before the diſeaſe 


proves mortal, to endeavour to eradicate 


it. We ſeem now to enter upon a ſea- 
ſon of virtue and public JAY; let us 
take the advantage of it; let all laws 
and cuſtoms be aboliſhed which in- 
fringe our * /bertics, ' and let ſuch | be 
introduced as may reſtore the vigour of 

our ancient conſtitution.” This defence 


and eſtabhſhment of our Freedom is a 


duty we owe to ourſelves, our anceſtors, 


and our poſterity, ' that poſterity, -who 


(to uſe the words of the learned Black- 
17 7 * will claim at our hands this the 


Be/l irth-rigbt, and. nobiefe” 7 
of meme” © 2 . 


* 
e # Ss * . 


z Com. B. 4. 
— * WS 1 * 
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ter 
OY as has been before obſerved; there 
| Mall prove to be in our neu Parlia- 
ment an honeſt and virtuous majority 


amongſt the Repreſentatives of the 
PEOPLE, the work of reformation may 


be conducted without much difficulty; 4 


placemen and penſioners will be imme- 
diately excluded the National Council, 
and the people will be once more Freely 
and faithfully repreſented. But if the 


Conſtituents throughout the kingdom 


ſhall be diſappointed in their hopes, if 
the delegated truſt ſhall be again abuſed, 
and all things continue venal as before, 
the buſineſs of reform, and the redreſs 
of . will devolve to Lee ay 


| It 1s true indes Sap Mathew Hale, 
and others, ſeem ro aſſert, that all re- 
Areſs of parliamentary grievances is ab- 


ſolutely impoſſible. The Parliament, 


(ſays he,) being the higheſt and greateſt | 


court over which none other can have 


juriſdiction in the kingdom, if by any 


means a miſgovernment ſhould any way 
fall upon it, the ſubjects of the king- 
dom are left without all manner of 
remedy. But, thanks be to God, 


a 7 po 


25 Treat. on Parl. p. 49. 


the 


12 1 
the learned judge is in chis place miſ- 
taken. There is ſtill i thts, as in every 
other kingdom, a ſupreme court, whoſe 
power, when exerted, is ſuperior to any 
other upon earth. I mean the GREAT 
COURT of the PEOPLE. That court 
from whence all others derive their au- 
thority, with reſpect to which all juriſ- 
dictions are inferiar, and to which, _ 
mat ever be EO 
nan is in che yy nature of 
t a truſt, and all its powers a delegation 
For gaining particular ends. This truſt 
may be miſapplied and abuſed; it may 
be employed to defeat the very ends for 
which it was inſtituted, and to vert ; 
the oy ! it n to en 


— Aud: en ay remains Ri 
inherent in the people (ſays Mr. Locle) 
a ſupreme power to remove or alter the 
Legiſlative, when they find the Legiſ- 

lative act contrary to the truſt repoſed 
in them; for when ſuch truſt is abHiö d, 
it 18 chereby forfeited, and xe <a to 
e h oy > W 8 


70 Goverament, part 2, 9 149, 227. 
> 8 


| E 49 J | | 
„A Parliament (ſays Price) conſiſting 
of a body of | Repreſentatives. choſen, 
for a limited period, to 5 225 laws and 
to grant money for public fryices, 
would forfeit its authority by 8 e 
itfelf perpetual, or prolonging jits dura- 
tion, by nominating its own members, 
by accepting TY. or ſubj ecting it- 
ſelf to any kind of foreign influence ; 
this would convert a ark lament into 
a conclave, or junio of ſelf- created tools; ; 
and a ſtate 1 1a has loſt its regard to 
its own rights, ſo far as to /ubmit to 
ſuch a BREACH of. TEVA in its 
rulers, 18 enſlaved. 4 
'- "= Nothing: therefore; can 1 more 
_ #b/urd (continues he) than the doctrine 
which ſome have taught with reſpect 
to the Omnipotence of Parkaments ; they - 
poſſeſs no power beyond the ruft, for 
| the execution of which they | were 
formed. If they contradict this truth, 
they betray et Conſtituents and dif- 5 
ſolve l es. All delegated 
muſt be ſubordinate and r 5 
OMNIPOTENCE CAN WITH - ANY 
SENSE BE ASCRIBED TO A LEGIS- 
LATURE, IT MUST BE LODGED 
WHERE ALL LEGISLATIVE AU- 
 THORITY 


— 


: and for W 4, aſp” of ore or 211 0 
alt it. to the foe,” let that 55 


TE 


THORITY ORIGINATES; that is, 


in the PEOPLE: FOR THEIR SAKES 


GOVERNMENT 18 INSTITUTED, 


AND THEIRS 18 22 ONLY REAL 


1 ONCE. FE 


a „ am 1. 
* * 
* 


rhtly. reh aw it with de- 


Ant: chat as the voice of the Commons 
of Ireland | is no leſs neceſſary for every 
Legiſlative purpoſe than that of either 
-the King or Lords, the PEOPLE have 


a juſt and inherent right to ce the 


abuſes of Repreſentation,” whenever ſuch 


abuſes ſhall have ſo increaſed as to rob 


1 them of the conſtitutional ſhare j in their 


d 55 
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* Showld then our new Repreſentatives 
prove no better than the %%; | ſhould 


they, alſo be ſwayed by the thirſt of | 


gain; barter the rights 87 their 6 


pirit W. ick K 
has hitherto maintained our rights, and 
prefer ved us when on the very brink 5 


} e animate us to Tull further e 


$3 
. a 3 
1 i 


On Civil Leer: part 17 2 5 * 
7 n e Septeraber 8, 8585 go | 


Lak | b 
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forte in the noble cauſe di A 4 

 reafſuming that power which we: com- 
mitted to their care, let us convince our 
delegated ſervants, that heir ir DOR 

BH! will be FREE. J 


Great and many 3 1 the revo- 
lures and 1 nE, which from time 
to time have happened in our political 
ſyſtem ; often has it been almo/t totally 
deſtroyed; its frame diſordered; pat. => 
its boaſted | freedom reduced to little bet- 
ter than downright /lavery. The peo- 
ple have groaned under the oppreſſion 
of ;baughty tyrants, arbitrary monarchs, 
and treacherous. repreſentatrues. - The 
wealth of the kingdom has been lavifhed 
on corrupt Parliaments, iale projects, 
and, unworthy. favourites, and aver, 
poverty, and diſgrace has been the diſ- 
mal proſpect of the nation. . Oyer all 
theſe difficulties however, LII BERTY 'has 
been ſeen to triumph; ſhe has been 
often eclipſed, but never /ofa/ly deftroyed; = 
her cheering, influence has been for a 
while ſuppreſled, but like the. ſun ſhe 
has again aroſe, with double Can ane 
Goble att ME ib fs 
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77s That may this ſucceſs be met 
ured? ? evidently to that public ſpirit and 


virtue, which at ſuch important 3 wh 


animated the people to ſtruggle for and 
obtain their freedom : and, maugre the 
baſe deſigns of all theirs enemies, to 
Fe-eftabliſh the Conſtitution on i its ancient 


„„ 


It is this ſpirit uh ich has e 
W dur civil and religious liberties; 
hich, had made tyrants bleed, and 
driveff others into ex; and it is thts 


 fpirit- which muſt enable TRISHMEN | 
to ably their conſtitutional rights on | 


2 1 ongend and tio need bats. . 


Can a mire Fade opportunity 
thaw the preſent ever offer for the ac- 
compliſhment of this glorious: work } 


a time, when we have ot as it were, 
A mighty deliverance” from as baſe 


and venal a crew as ever Ang raced the 
Legi i/lative Body of any nation; and 


when we can place our hopes on a newly 


elected body of Repreſentatives, whoſe 


uclination J traſt it is, as well as intereſt, 
to effect a ſubſtantial reform, and uſe 
every exertion neceſſary to attain it. 


Add to this, that *the noble . of. 


__ 


— —ͤ—6 — : 


1 1 | 
dibbriy | is now, as it were, revive; ad T 
ſeems to burn in every IRISH heart. 


The people have elt the yoke of op- b 
preſſion; they are adcter mine to be . 


FREE, and were they ever better: Pre 
SER to N TE chat FREEDOM. e e 


N gf 25 9 5 * 


N is, I ne, unugget there- 
fore, to exhort miy countrymen, to 
| embrace this opportunity of refforing 
LIBERTY - to the PEOPLE of IRE 
LAND. Convinced of the abuſes 
which have erept into its Cy pution, 
they have demanded redreſs, and f aving 
the POWER, they will not want the 
N to 5 it. Kiten 5 | 


In pissing out cheſs 3 1 Jakes: 


beeg- purpoſely as e as poſſible; 


and conſidering the conſtitution of this 
country, and that of Great- Britain as 
the ſame, though nationally independent, 
L have made uſe of the term in a gene- 
ral ſenſe, without particularly diſtin- - 


. guiſhing between eitheir. In each king- 


dom, the infringements are the fame on 
the RIGHTS of the PEOPLE, and 
call equally aloud for an immediate re- | 
medy; nor is it 4mprobable, that ſeeing 
IRELAND take the lead in the cauſe of 
3 N 


— 


* 


| 
| 
{ 


; 4 1 : LV. ky ITE 


1 : 


political freedom, our /; Ner- lingdum will 
Join in the necefſary work, à common 


_ redreſs" of grievances; vwrhereby the 


Conſtitution. of theſe kingdoms being 
brought'back to their true principles, may 
be placed on a ſolid foundation, and 
handed down pure and 8 8 o 


ben poſterity... ; 2 þ 
I it ſhoald: His ad; that this. in- 
dependence of IRELAND would be here 
more ſtrenuouſſy aſſerted, and its Con- 
ſtitutiag particularly explained, let me 
refer / tlie reader to Mr. Molyneusx's Caſe 
of Ireland, a work, Which. as Dr. Swyft, 


_ juſtly remarked, deſerves, to be written 


in letters of gold, and which (with what 


has bern lately offered on the ſubject, 
and che public proceedings of theſe 


kingdumis) renders any obſervations on 


e eee 1 
9 celfary.. 78 tt 5 | | 3, 


£30199. ir 


Having: S aid. How ok | 
* reſpect to our grievances, permit 


me to offer a few words as to the mae, 


va 9521 3 
of: ee nenn e 


The dads 8 1 ont ir: hone 


Sovereignifywhich fince tis acceſhon to 


EN e. Ex 8 the. 


8 


L. @ 3 


the throne, haye been ſo obvious to the 
world, and ſo faluary to his. 5 cole) to- 


gether, with our . preſent good ortune 
in being repreſented by a new ſet of 
delegates, from whom the utmoſt juſ- 
rice and fidelity muſt be at legſt expected, 


might poſſibly be ſufficient grounds 


for preſuming, that all our national 
complaints. muſt be no ſooner known. 
than redrefſed.... Without entertaining a 
doubt therefore, but this will be the caſe, 
and that all abuſes will be dane away, 
and our political diſeaſes cureq; it may 
not be altogether. improper i ſuggeſt 
the mode which ſhould be purſued by 
the Repreſentatives. of the people for 
obtaining theſe, ends, if not immediately 
procureable. For: as it is prudent. in 
all human affairs to ſuppoſe. the worſe, 
ſo it is prudent BA to be; Prepared 
with Aa remedy. rn on Re 
The nature of out; Cee 
though, greatly depraved, ſtill retains 
an inward; remedy, which when judi- 
__ cioully applied. by the fairhful truſtees 
of the nation, muſt; procure A, reftora- 
tion of its rights whenever they are in- 
vaded. This is that power remaining 
. in Ho ee of withholding pecuniary 
= | 5 S 


8 3 
grants and ſupplies till the evilr com 
plained of are removed; and this is the 
happy effect of letting che Commons hold - 


46712 Fs "xr 


che i, of the nation. 
9 151 
Fe is one of our legal and petrient 
7 maxims, that the King can do 2n6* 
derung, which, by the: 3 18 Herd I 
true; for the greateſt tyrant that Ever? © 
kved, without affiftance, wuld prove but 
an impotent block head, oppoſing his fi. »ole- 
ftrength againſt. the common ſtrength 
id. But 1 ſhall here extend 
the maxim and aſſert, that our King 
muſt be conſidered ſo infellible he neithe 
corld'or would do wrong; yet his 5 
ters, who are more immediately anfaver- 
able to the people, poſſibly might. And 
eat have been the ſufferings of this 
and our ſiſter- kingdom from ne 
en and 3 miniſters! e 


Th S0 poſe- hens 2 Neprb ved alley | 
ſhould ſtart up and declare, that all 
theſe national” complaints reſulted from 

a ſpirit of faction; that the people were 
always diſcontented, and that the Con- 
ftitution is as pure 10e, as it ever was 
ſince the days of our Saxon anceſtors. 
1 Sy, — chis ſhould de the caſe, 

| De 


— 
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1 


(which after all we have ſeen in out 
own days appears not impoſſible) and 


that thereby the much wanted REFOR- 
MATION in our Government ſhould 


be oppoſed; would it not be incumbent 


on our parliamentary truſtees to apply 


the remedy we have mentioned; and 


refuſe to part in the ſmalleſt degree 
with the public money until the nation 
is redreſſed, and all cauſes of complaint 


removed? money mit be had; the 


- buſineſs of the kingdom will not, can 


not go on without it: it is requiſite 


therefore only to perſiſt, and 588 miniſ- 


ter muſt 1 77 

This remedy o or expedient was not 
unknown in former times, nor even to 
Parliaments of a late date, had they 
been poſſeſſed of virtue on proper occa- 


ſions to apply it, but unhappily no 


ſooner did a Parliament meet, than the 


Int object was to open the purſe, give 
away the wealth of the nation, and 


thus looſe an effectual means of ob- 
taining redreſs voy n eee 


1 


We have theſkfors to opc (ſhould ne- 


* ty require it) that this means will not 


15 2 by our preſent Repreſenta- 
tives; 
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. ; if it ſhould, we can have nothing 
to expect from them ſerviceable to the 
community ;, their principles will then be OS 
covered, and what the Parliament ne- 8 
glects to do, muſt be done by the SU- | 
| FREMME COURT of che PEOPLE. 


2 
N 


— DC — 2 


— 


A e, ſpirit 1 thai xcomplith 
1 a Kaliongh reform ; the power of the &zng- 
am muſt be | exerted in defenſe. 5 „ 
its CONSTITUTION, and the nit! 
9 5 body of Free- born ſubjects ſtanding forth : 
EY in ſupport of their privileges, muſt regain =» | 
the RIGHTS of the PEOPLE, banith 
1 | corruption from the ſenate, and confirts the 
7. LIBERTIES of IRELAND. .. 


: * it be 6 e the ale, . 
we claim are not the grants of Princes, 
they are ORIGINAL rigbte, conditions 
of original CONTRACTS, co-equal 
with prerogative, and coeval with our 
government ; as ſuch they have been claim- 3 
ed, as ſuch they have been heretofore e 
aſſerted by force of arms, as ſuch they 
have been acknowledged,” and as ſuch 
N they have been conſtantly maintained 
: by chat pertinacious ſpirit, which no 
. difficulty or danger could diſcourage, | 
=: 7 A by a preſent 
EE 5 | _ exertion. © 


af 
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| exertion of that ſpirit muſt them privi- 
leges be now eſtabliſhed or FOR 
EVER, 


For e BER 190 all ae care of 


our anceſtors, and the many ſegſonable 
exertions of this noble ſpirit, time has 
by degrees introduced theſe diſeaſes in 
our ſyſtem, which if ſuffered to take 


root, muſt effectually deſtroy it; and if 5 


at this day we agſer ve the name of free- 
men, it is becauſe this ſpirit of liberty 
was never totally deſtroyed, to which we 


are indebted for the preſervation of the 


Conſtitution for ſuch a ſeries of years; 

and without whichtheſekingdoms would 

have long ſince become a prey to ſome 
2 55 tyrant, or to a curſed  Ariftocracy. . 


Have we at preſent, for inſtance, 55 
ſecurity againſt either of theſe evils ? 
The firſt 'of which might eaſily befal 


us, whilſt the Crown poſſeſſes the means : 
of corrupting - our Repreſentatives, and 


thereby ſecuring a majority in the Com- 
mont, and alſo of creating Peers at plea 
ure, and ther eby ſecuring a majority a> 


Mong the Lords. The Patriotic princi- 


ples of our glorious Sovereign are ſurely 


1ow'.the only preſervative againſt this | 
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Let theſe miſchiefs then be prevented, 


and that Juſt ballance in the Government 
will be again reſtored upon which its 
| exiſtence ſo abſolutely depends: but this 

ballance once loſt, not only the beauty of 


the Conſtitution is deſtroyed, bur every 


advantage reſul e from it rendered 
175 Maße | 


eee without being eat as an 
advocate for licentiouſneſs, I may go ſo 
far as to aſſert, that if this ballance 


might in any mapner preponderate, it 


ſhould be to. the fide of the people; for 
as all civil authority is, derived from 


them, they have a better right to any 
exceſs of powver than either of the other 
two eſtates of the Legiſlature; and let 
me add, there is leſs danger of their 


making an e ufe We it. of 


e writers indeed in er of 


(ohr they call) the. /acred rights of 
' governors, would willingly perſuade us, 


that any authority in the hands of the 
15 People, tends to introduce anarchy, and 
is highly dangerous and deſtructive to 
the ate. But they do not derive this 


fame ſacred power from the right foun- 


tain; and Kane all. their /aviſh 
1 1 | 
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arguments generally prove but a jingle 
of words, Went any real ans... | 


| Wharelre,/a an eminent writer I hat | 


before mentioned, ſcruples not to de- 


clare, that the people cannot have too: 
much power in the Government, for 


to ſay they could have too much of 


this power, 1s to ſay there ought to be 


a power in the ſtate /uperior to that 


which gives it being, and from which 
all Juriſdiction 1 18 ee a. 7 5 


Nor does 8 hon that the 
people have generally abuſed this power 
whenever chance gave them an oppor- 
tunity of exerting it; on the contrary, 
an abject ſubmiſſion to ſome ambitious 


ruler or rulers, has been the miſerable 


error they have moſt frequently fallen | 


into. 


» — 3 
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"hk us view the various arbitrary 


modes of Government now exiſting in 
the world, and declare whether the bulk 
of mankind, inſtead of being prone to 
| bicentiouſneſs, do not ſhew a ſtrange pro- 


Pri, an Ch Liberty, part I. 


penſity 


K. 8 1 


penſity to ſlavery. and ſubmiſſi n. ace 
it is, that the only perfect form of 
Government, whereby the rights and 


liberties of the ſubject are (theoretically 


at leaſt) ſecured, is to be found in 4 


vour to 5 it? a 


In all ages N Mr. Hutcheſſin) there 


has been too much patience in the body 
of the people, and too ſupid a venera- 


kingdoms. Shall we not then endea- 


tion for their Pinces or Rulers; which 


for each one free kingdom or ſtate has 
produced many monſtrous herds of mi- 


ſerable /laves or beaſts of burden, rather 
than civil polities of rational creatures, 
living under the moſt inhuman and 


- worthleſs maſters, who trample upon 
all things human and divine ann the 


1 9 


utmoſt effrontery 
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To ſecure us from ſuch a wretched 


ſituation, (which, ſhould our Conſtitution 


be deſtroyed muſt be our certain fate) 
what zeal, what prudence, what a 
tention can we too ONE. 1 | : 


/ 
\ 


=F Sec his Phil, Mor. Comp. Lib, Uh, c. 8, ſet. 4. 
8 Confident 


: Lo 1 


Confident therefore, of fucceſs from 
a ſpirited perſeverance, let every neeeſ- 


ſary exertion be now made in the glori- 


ous cauſe of freedom ; by renewing that 


admirable ſyſtem which the wiſdom of 


our forefathers eſtabliſhed, let us again 


behold the happineſs of our country 
placed on an zmmoveable foundation; and 
by preſerving that harmony and true hal- 
lance which ſhould ſubſiſt between the 


| ſeveral branches of her Legiſlature, 


Secure Peace within her walls, and 
bs. within her 2 8 $4 9 
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